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Sir: 

In compliance with Rules 1.97 and 1.98, and in 
fulfillment of the duty of disclosure under Rule 1.56, the 
following documents, copies of which are attached to this 
statement, are made of record on the enclosed sheet. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of the 
following items is that we are advised by our client that 
these references were discovered during any searches they or 
their client had made, or that they were considered in the 
preparation of the application: 

U.S. 2001/0028295, U.S. 2001/0000957 and WO 

98/51548. 

In addition, the remaining documents, copies of 
which are attached to this statement, are also made of record 
on the enclosed sheet. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of these 
latter items is that we are advised by our client that these 
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references were cited by the French Patent Office in the 
corresponding French application Serial No. FR 02/16053, filed 
December 18, 2002 and in the corresponding International 
Application PCT/FR2003/003757 filed December 17, 2003. 

Respectfully submitted, 

YOUNG & THOMPSON 

Robert J. Patch, Reg. No. 17,355 
745 South 23 rd Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
Telefax (703) 685-0573 
(703) 979-4709 

RJP/lk 



2 



PTO-1449 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
IN AN APPLICATION? s & 

(Use several sheets if necessa 1 ! 




Sheet 1 of i 



Attorney Docket No.: 

501-1138 



Application No.: 



licant: 
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ling Date: 
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Group Art Unit: 
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Document Number 
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Subclass 


Filing date 
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5,939,975 


08/17/1999 


TSURIA et al. 










2001/0000957 


05/10/2001 


BIRCHFIELD et al. 










2001/0028295 


10/11/2001 


BRINKMEYER et al. 










2002/0008645 


01/24/2002 


FLICK etal. 
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Examiner 
Initial 



Document Number 



Date 



Country 



Class 



Subclass 



Translation 



Yes No 



EP 1 128 335 



08/29/2001 



EUROPE 



WO 93/05987 



04/01/1993 



INTERNATIONAL 



WO 98/51548 



11/19/1998 



INTERNATIONAL 
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EXAMINER: 


DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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